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Dear parents and carers, 

Firstly, an excerpt from my Welcome Letter:

Welcome back to school, and a Happy New Year to each and
every one of you! I trust that you had a wonderful and
restful festive season, filled with many cherished moments
with your loved ones.
As we embark on this new year, we are excited about the
opportunities and experiences that lie ahead for our
students. Our dedicated team of staff have been hard at
work preparing for the upcoming term and year, aiming to
provide a positive, inclusive and enriching learning
environment for all students.
As previously communicated by Mrs Greguric, she is
currently relieving in the role of Director, Educational
Leadership. I will be continuing in the role of relieving
Principal of BPS for the first semester of 2024. I feel
extremely fortunate to be leading such a passionate team of
skilled teaching, support and administration staff and an
enthusiastic, talented and diverse group of young learners. I
look forward to working in positive partnership with our
families, and I am grateful to be part of a school community
that is committed to excellence in education. I promise that I
will continue to work hard to make Bondi Public School the
best it can be, with students always at the front and centre
of everything we do. I am committed to continuous learning
and growth and I am so excited about the journey ahead!

A huge thank you to Mr Anthony White, who will be co-pilot,
in the relieving Deputy Principal role and Mr Nick
Christensen, who will relieve as Assistant Principal, Stage 3
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Dates for your Diary 

Friday 16th February 
P&C Welcome Bbq

Thursday 22nd February
Meet the Teacher

Wednesday 28th February
School photo day
P&C Meeting @

7.30pm School library

Wednesday 6th March
Zone Swimming carnival

Tuesday 12th March
Stage 1 Incursion

 Tuesday 26th - 28th March
Stage 3 Camp - Fitzroy Falls

Wed 27th - 28th March
Year 4 Camp - Collaroy

Centre
 

https://schoolsnsw-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/karen_sorenson_det_nsw_edu_au/EVBOQac-IFlFvJGiE0D0t4oB-vfRNmVDSN0-xVXocD7Daw?e=m1JDE0


2024 
This year we will be delivering our newsletter 3 times
a term as opposed to fortnightly. It will be released on
Friday of Weeks 3, 6 and 9 each term. 

It's wonderful to see that all classes - including our 
new Kindies - have settled in smoothly and that learning
programs are already in full swing. It's a testament to the dedication and 
hard work of our teachers and staff, as well as the enthusiasm 
of our students. We are looking forward to welcoming our community into
the classrooms next Thursday at our “Meet the Teacher” evening. Please
refer to the “Bondi PS Staff Team 2024” page to see our magnificent staff
team for this year.

The ongoing upgrades to our physical spaces through various school
improvement projects, has created a buzz in the air. Creating modern,
conducive and engaging environments for learning is essential for
promoting student success and fostering a positive school culture where
students feel proud. Let's continue to build on this momentum and strive
for excellence in everything we do!

Communicating with Staff
The school has listened!!! We are responding to
feedback from previous years through parent
surveys and discussions with our community
around communication and payment platforms.
The executive and administration teams are 
currently hard at work investigating ways to 
streamline our communication channels/
platforms. Watch this space - there is something
exciting in the pipeline!

In the meantime, to ensure a collaborative and supportive learning
environment for your child, it's important for us to establish clear
communication channels. To facilitate effective communication between
families and our teaching staff, we've outlined the following expectations:



Email Correspondence: We encourage parents to reach out to their child's
class teacher via email for any academic, behavioural, or social concerns or
celebrations, or to schedule appointments. Our teachers are committed to
responding promptly to your enquiries. If the matter is complex and
requires detailed discussion, rest assured that we'll arrange a phone call or
a face-to-face meeting to address it comprehensively. While our teachers
prioritise being present in the classroom during instructional hours, we
recognise the importance of addressing parent queries in a timely manner.
Please note that emails will be checked and responded to within 48 hours
and often outside of school hours.

Pickup Arrangements: It's imperative that your child is aware of their daily
pickup arrangements. In the event of any unforeseen changes, please
notify the school office promptly. While we understand that emergencies
may arise, we kindly request that changes in pickup plans not become a
regular occurrence to ensure the safety and well-being of all students and
that disruption to learning time is minimised.

Absence Reporting: Should your child be absent from school on a
particular day, we ask that you promptly notify the school office via email
at bondi-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au. This helps us maintain accurate
attendance records and ensures the safety of our students.

Dojo: While our school utilises Dojo, please note that it is only for one-way
communication and the message function is not being utilised. For any
communication with teachers, we kindly ask that you utilise email as the
primary method. To keep you informed about classroom activities, our
teachers will regularly post highlights, reminders, and updates on the class
story. This also can promote dialogue around learning at home,
strengthening the partnership between home and school. 

General Assistant Update
This year we welcome Mr Mark Henderson to Bondi as
our new permanent, full-time General Assistant (G.A). 
Mark was the successful applicant following a 
recruitment process - congratulations Mark! A huge 
thank you to Isaiah and Wiremu who stepped in as 
casual G.A.s over the past year.



NAPLAN

NAPLAN tests are one aspect of each school’s assessment and reporting
process and do not replace the extensive, ongoing assessments made by
teachers about each student’s performance. Each teacher will have the
best insight into their students’ educational progress. Parents/carers can
use NAPLAN reports, along with other school assessment reports, to
discuss their child’s strengths and areas for improvement with their
teacher. NAPLAN results do not measure overall school quality.

The NAPLAN testing window for students in Year 3 and 5 is from the 13th
to the 25th March 2024. For more information on NAPLAN visit: NAPLAN
for parents and carers.

Baby News
We have some beautiful baby news! Teacher Ms Therese Martin
and her husband Chris welcomed gorgeous baby Alberta
(Bertie) into the world earlier this month. Congratulations 
Ms Martin and we wish you and your family all the best for the
coming days, weeks and months!

I extend my deepest gratitude to our community, for your support and
kindness. It has ensured we have had a positively brilliant start to the
2024 school year. I am confident that together, hand in hand, we will
achieve awesome things at our school.
Have a wonderful 3 weeks ahead. Be kind to yourselves and each other.

I look forward to connecting soon,

Every year the National Assessment
Program – Literacy and Numeracy
(NAPLAN) assesses the literacy and
numeracy skills of students in Years 3, 5, 7
and 9. 

Anna O’Connor

Principal (rel.)

https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/for-parents-carers
https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/for-parents-carers


The beginning of each school year is always a flurry
of activity. Our staff have been working tirelessly to
make sure our students are set up for a successful
year. The roofing works are now behind us and it’s
so great to see our school grounds come back to
their former glory. We are all excited for the year
ahead and look forward to working in partnership
with the community on many exciting initiatives. 

Kitchen lessons return to Bondi PS
This week saw the return of kitchen lessons in our
renovated kitchen cottage with our new kitchen
specialist Marina. Students and parent helpers have
enjoyed creating vegetarian pizza on a sweet potato
dough base. Students will attend kitchen lessons
three times a term and we will always need parent
volunteers to make it work. Keep an eye out on
ClassDojo for the link to sign up when it is your
child’s turn to don the chef’s hat.

Playground updates
A massive thankyou to the P&C and Waverley
Council and their Environmental Grant for the
purchase of our new bin enclosures. They have
beautified the playground immeasurably.

A message from the office staff
A reminder to families that any items forgotten by
students (such as lunchboxes and water bottles) that
are dropped to the office after 9am, will not be
delivered to the class until recess time. Additionally,
if a child arrives after 9am, they must be signed in
late at the office by a parent or carer before they
head off to class. If you need to buzz in at the gate,
then you are late and need to see the office. 
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Deputy's Delivery 



Do we have a vet in the house?
At Bondi PS, we are lucky enough to have a collection
of chooks. Throughout the year, we may need to
check in with a professional about their health. If you
are a vet, and would be happy to be contacted for
advice, then please let the office know. 

Dogs and schools
We understand that families use the school pickup
as an opportunity to walk the family dog. We ask that
dog owners refrain from bringing their dog onto
school grounds or tying them up to the school fence
where students can reach them. You may feel that
your dog is friendly and safe, but dogs and children
can be unpredictable, and therefore not a good
combination near a busy playground at the end of
the school day.

School uniform
Our students are looking wonderful in their full
school uniform and we have close to 100% of the
students wearing the broad brimmed school hat
each day. Our sports days in 2024 are still Tuesday
and Friday. On these days, students need to wear
their teal coloured sports shirts. 
A reminder that the school is moving to black socks
and black shoes on all days to complete our uniform
transition. The black socks need to be plain, crew
length and logo free. All our wonderful uniforms,
including black socks, can be purchased online
from the uniform shop. 
Kind regards,

Anthony White
Deputy Principal (rel.)
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https://bondipublicpandc.com/collections/2023-uniform


Swimming Carnival
Our annual swimming carnival was a huge success, with a huge
participation rate from Year 2 to 6. There was plenty of house spirit on
display as students set off down the lanes to the roar of the cheering
crowd. The carnival ran like clockwork thanks to the hard work of the
organising committee and the staff at the pool and back in the office. We
even saw the return of the teacher race, much to the delight of the
student and parent spectators. Mr C managed to take home the win in a
field of 9 teachers, all eager to get in the water at the end of a day in the
sun. 
There were a lot of personal best times set in all the races and it was
great to see the whole school so respectfully behaved throughout the
day. A big thanks to the P&C for their delivery of ice blocks. A welcome
treat for students and teachers alike. 

A special mention goes to Freja (5/6P) for breaking our 12yr girls record
for the 50m freestyle with a time of 36.16. Well done Freja.
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Let’s talk about homework
Homework! By definition it is a noun that describes a set of tasks set by
a teacher for students to complete at home. By association, many children
around the world would unite and agree that homework is in fact nothing
but ‘the devil’s work’. Nothing but torture, a strategically designed evil plan
created by teachers to ensure children miss their favourite T.V shows and 
meddle with their social lives. There is some truth to this. Homework is in fact a
strategically designed plan created by teachers…however our intention is not to meddle
but improve children’s education outcomes. Let’s unpack this a little further.

Why should I insist on my child completing homework?
Homework gives your child a chance to:

Revise and consolidate knowledge or skills they have learnt at school.
Benefits: Repeated practice is required before a skill or the application of new
knowledge is moved to their long term memory. This makes room in their working
and short term memory to ensure they can continue to learn new things.

Develop independent work habits, accountability and ownership of their learning.
Benefits: It installs children with healthy work habits, organisation skills and
prepares them for the transition to high school and beyond.

It gives you a chance to get involved and help your child’s learning.
Benefits: A well known African proverb says it best; ‘it takes a village to raise a child’.
Teachers need your help as much as you need ours. Together, we are ‘the village’. 

How can I set my child or children up for success?
Children must do their own work
They won’t learn anything if you do it for them. Give your 
children suggestions, strategies and directions -
not answers!
Be a motivator and monitor
Ask about your child’s homework, check it has been 
completed to a high standard, make yourself available
for questions and concerns. 
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Curriculum Crunch 
with our Assistant Principal, Curriculum & Instruction

Karen Albronda
Assistant Principal, Curriculum
and Instruction (APCI) 





Welcome back to 2024!

The P&C has hit the ground running this year with our new executive team and wonderful
group of volunteers working to deliver the best for our school.

Class WhatsApp Groups
Most of you have already joined your new class WhatsApp groups and are utilising them.
For those that haven’t, please go into the BPS P&C Community and find your correct 2024
class and request to join.

Please remember that the groups are a great way for all of us to share information about
the school, organise class catch ups and figure out which shirt to wear on which day! Be
sure to keep all of your messages safe and respectful as per our group guidelines. If you
have any questions about the groups, please email us
bondipublicschoolpcsec@gmail.com

Class Parents Needed!
Every class needs a class parent to help manage the group, answer questions, organise
catch ups and of course, plan the fete stall for our bi-annual Halloween Fete! If you’re able
to help out with you class, please sign up at this link. Thanks in advance!
https://bondipublicpandc.com/pages/class-parent-reps

Lunar New Year Welcome BBQ
By the time you read this we’ll be well on the way 
for preparation for our Lunar New Year and
Welcome BBQ! We look forward to celebrating
the New Year with you all!

P&C News
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Kindy Parents Morning Tea

After a beautiful start to kindergarten with Miss
O’Connor reading all of the new Kindy’s a story, 
parents joined the P&C for Morning Tea. 

It was a lovely morning to welcome our newest parents
to the school. Special thanks go to the Year 1 parents
who baked and helped with set up. 

We look forward to celebrating many more milestones
with them throughout the coming year! 
 
Iceblocks at the Swimming Carnival

It was a perfect day for the swimming carnival and the 
P&C’s annual tradition to hand out iceblocks to those at  
the 
carnival too! 

A wonderful team of parents and senior students
worked quickly with our P&C team to get delicious
freezies out to all the kids onthe day to enjoy and help
with cooling down. 

Congratulations to all the winners! 

P&C News
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FUTY Yoga
A reminder that our wonderful From Us To You
Yoga team runs sessions in the hall every Friday
morning for $10. 

Join them for an hour to give back to yourself 
with yoga, that will change from week to week
 to suit all manners of self-care.
All proceedings will go to the P&C. All are welcome! BYO mat
and blanket or shawl. The school car park will be open on
Henderson St. 

Book your spot today -
https://bondipublicpandc.com/products/community-yoga

P&C News
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Canteen Update

Please note birthday Freezies and chocolate mini muffins require a
minimum of 3 working days notice and do not include holidays. Please
email your order to canteenbondi@gmail.com

Most importantly, we always need volunteers to be able to run the
canteen efficiently. Tuesdays and Fridays are our busiest days - if you
have time on these days, please consider signing up to help out for an
hour or two: 
https://bondipublicpandc.com/blogs/volunteering/canteen

REMINDER: Only parents should be using Flexischools to order
from the canteen and children’s names should match their
enrolment. 

Uniform Shop Update
We are pleased to announce that we have found a cotton polo supplier
and are now taking pre-orders. We are expecting these to arrive in the
next two weeks so be sure to place your pre-order asap as this is quite
a small run. We will place a larger order to arrive mid-year also. 
https://bondipublicpandc.com/products/short-sleeve-cotton-polo-
current

https://bondipublicpandc.com/products/community-yoga
mailto:canteenbondi@gmail.com
https://bondipublicpandc.com/blogs/volunteering/canteen
https://bondipublicpandc.com/products/short-sleeve-cotton-polo-current
https://bondipublicpandc.com/products/short-sleeve-cotton-polo-current


Call Out for Volunteers for 2024
None of the work the P&C do is possible without 
volunteers. If you can help out in anyway, get in touch
via this link - 
https://bondipublicpandc.com/pages/volunteering 

or click the QR code.

Options to volunteer are endless and we can utilise any skill level! 

Uniform Shop - packing orders and serving; Mon, Wed, Fri 8.45 -
9.15am 
Canteen - help with food prep, no skills necessary; Mon - Fri 9am - 2pm
(for any amount of time that you can spare)
BBQ’s at events throughout the year - if you can use tongs, let us
know; various times and dates
Anything else you may think of, reach out and get in touch! 

Looking forward to seeing you at all of our events and around the school
in Term 1, 

Kate, Judii, Leonie, Zoe & Candace
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