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Dear parents and carers, 

Welcome to term 3. Firstly I would like to thank Anna O’Connor
for relieving for me while I was on leave for the last week and a
half. I am fortunate to be supported by a wonderful team of
executive, teaching, support and office staff who are
wholeheartedly committed to ensuring excellence for our
students and community. 
We have a number of construction projects in the pipeline
which are being supported by School Infrastructure NSW and
our wonderful P&C. In the coming weeks we look forward to
sharing more information about our outdoor classroom and
upgraded garden deck which are in the final stages of
architectural/engineering approval. We recently had our play
equipment on the top field removed and we are looking
forward to getting students' voices involved in designing new
play equipment which will be enjoyed for many years to come.
Last term there was some material containing suspected
asbestos found in soil in the Kindergarten playground area. I
am sharing communication from School Infrastructure NSW
about the next step in the process of ensuring the area is safe
for students and staff.  

Once this process has been completed we will commence an
action plan to complete any recommended remediation and
restoration work. 

Principal's Post
 THE LATEST NEWS AND UPDATES FROM BONDI PUBLIC SCHOOL

Dates for your Diary 
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Aug 3rd
Incursion Author

 Oliver Phommavanh 
Yrs 3 - 6 students

Aug 11th
Athletics carnival 
Aug 15th - 19th 

Education/Book Week
Aug 17

Student-Led Conferences
3:15-6:00pm

Aug 19th
Book Week Parade

Aug 23rd
Story Quest!

Kindergarten - Yr 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BPS Works_ Notification.pdf

https://schoolsnsw-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/karen_sorenson_det_nsw_edu_au/EUcmy7zynnlIlD0CNTQgQQ8BIg0MNlfszpa2_iHy4Z7qxg?e=KsW8LN


Education Week, Book Week and Student-Led Conferences

This year we are excited to be combining Education Week and Book Week. It will be
held in Week 5 (15-19 August). We are also very pleased to be introducing Student
Led Conferences to our Assessment and Reporting Schedule and Book/Education
Week. 
Student-Led Conferences (SLCs) provide a platform for students to discuss their
learning and development, including goals, with their parents and carers. Student-led
conferences create a link or partnership between the teacher, student, and parents to
act as a support network or as stakeholders in the success of the student. Teachers
help the students to prepare and organise the sessions and the sessions are then
student driven. We will be setting up a booking platform to ensure families have the
opportunity to participate in the SLCs on Wednesday 17 August between 3:15-
6:00pm. SLCs will be 15 minutes in duration and only 3-4 families will be able to book
per session. The booking link will be emailed next week. Book early to secure your
spot!

Assistant Principal Curriculum and Instruction (APC&I)

This term we are recruiting for a brand new leadership position in the school,
commencing in 2023, which is a Statewide initiative across all Department of
Education schools. Karen Albronda is currently relieving in this position until the end
of the year (2 days per week). The Assistant Principal, Curriculum and Instruction
position is a leadership role dedicated to ensuring literacy and numeracy knowledge
and skills are embedded in curriculum and assessment; high quality teaching practices
are enhanced; and the capabilities of middle leaders are strengthened in literacy and
numeracy instruction. The APC&I provides guidance and high impact professional
learning to enhance teacher growth and development in literacy and numeracy. They
work alongside teachers, co-planning and co-teaching in a continuous improvement
process that seeks to uplift teaching skills and improve student outcomes.
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Police visit

Last term we arranged for our students to participate in an informative session about
cyber safety with our local police youth liaison officer, Constable Brittney-Lee Bedford.
This learning compliments the work we do around online safety at school. We
appreciate the conversations you have at home with your children and here are some
resources to further assist with this important learning.

Parents | eSafety Commissioner. All of the advice from the professionals in the field
is to start conversations early to build understanding around cyber safety.

Kindy enrolments Due

A reminder that Kindergarten 2023 enrolments are now due. If you know any family,
friends or neighbours who have children joining our wonderful school next year,
please remind them to enrol online or get in touch with our school office if they have
any questions. 
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With my very best wishes,

Natalia Greguric
Principal

 
 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents
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Staff Professional Learning
MAPA Training
On the first staff development day of this term,
 all school staff participated in The Management
 of Actual or Potential Aggression (MAPA) training.
 MAPA training was identified as a need for school 
staff, by the Learning and Support Team to ensure 
all staff felt confident and capable in this area. 
Staff were trained in verbal and non-verbal early 
intervention strategies to minimise the likelihood of anxious and disruptive student
behaviours escalating. 
Staff were provided with a framework for decision-making to prevent, de-escalate and
safely respond to challenging student behaviours, within the context of Department
policy.
Effective Reading in the Early Years
Late last term the Stage One team participated
 in the Effective Reading in the Early Years 
professional learning. Kindergarten teachers 
undertook the training in Term One. 
Effective Reading in the Early Years is high
 impact, evidence-based professional learning, 
which aligns to the “What Works Best” document and supports our commitment to
strong literacy outcomes for all students at Bondi Public School. It aims to support
improved reading outcomes for all students, as strong literacy skills are the foundation
for success as lifelong learners.
Middle Leadership Development Program - I am lucky enough to be working with our
Assistant Principals as facilitator of the Middle Leadership Development Program
(MLDP) over the next 18 months. Late last year, our Assistant Principals went through a
highly competitive and rigorous selection process through the School Leadership
Institute and were successful in gaining a place in the program. A huge achievement!
Yesterday, the program kicked off, with our team engaging in world-class, evidence-
informed, and future focused leadership development; the first of its kind for middle
leaders in Australia.
The MLDP will build leadership excellence and help lift learning outcomes for students.
It is designed around the core principles of moral purpose, inclusion and impact and is
underpinned by the notion that middle leaders play a crucial role in leading excellence
in teaching practice and impacting student outcomes. Exciting times for BPS!
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Kitchen Renovation
As you are aware, our kitchen is soon to undergo a full
renovation after 11+ years of love and cooking! We will
keep you updated on progress as we go, but I do have
some exciting news that already we have an offer for full
appliances donation which will be gratefully accepted. We
will be forming a small committee to work on the project,
including a P&C rep and myself. If you feel you can offer
assistance, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 

 K-6 Dance Extravaganza 
Please save the date - Wednesday 21 September (Week 10). More details to follow
around times, but certainly keep the evening free! Students have begun the Footsteps
dance program and so far the feedback from students has been positive - including
from our older students! I’m sure many parents have been presented with some new
dance moves at home in your living rooms!

Years 3-6 STEAM/Garden Program
Mr Forbes is extremely excited to be integrating STEAM and garden learning for our
Years 3-6 students this term. The program is perfect for our Years 3-6 students who
this term will have learning focuses around the Living World and its environments.
The plan is to evolve the garden into one with simple maintenance and long term
sustainability, involving more produce trees both in the garden and throughout the
school, and the use of more perennial plants.
Any parent expertise / resources such as pots or soil, seeds or plants, are most
welcome. See Mr Forbes if you have anything to offer! We have some big plans for
sustainable gardening options and are passionate about the STEAM and garden
programs. Thank you, Mr Forbes!
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Philosophy Program
We’d like to say a big thank you to Mrs Zanapalis (this years Philosophy teacher) who
leaves us at the end of Week 4 to fulfil family commitments. We are in the process of
recruitment for a teacher for the remainder of 2022.
Due to ongoing student, staff and parent feedback around the Philosophy program, as
well as the time that has lapsed (over 10 years) since the introduction of this extra
curricular subject, it has been identified that the school needs to evaluate the
program and its value. We will be asking students, staff and the community for
feedback and will communicate data that is gathered, as well as a plan moving
forward into 2023. Please have your say by responding to a survey that we will release
in the coming weeks. Your voice is important!

NAIDOC Week
What a wonderful week we had, celebrating NAIDOC, kicking off with an opening
smoking ceremony on Monday! A huge thank you and congratulations to Ike, Harlow
and Abe who welcomed students and performers with the Acknowledgement of
Country and even shared some of their culture through language. All students
participated in grade/stage activities as part of our week of celebration and cultural
learning. Thank you to all staff and students - GET UP, STAND UP, SHOW UP!
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Warm regards

Anna O’Connor

Deputy Principal

Menstrual Hygiene Program
Earlier this year, the NSW Government announced a $30m program 
to place free pads and tampons in the state’s public schools, with the 
aim of ensuring young women’s education is not impacted by their 
period. The program follows a successful trial in 31 schools in South
 Western Sydney and the Dubbo region, and the announcement coincided with
International Women’s Day. Our school will have 2 dispensers installed for students
who require access to female hygiene products (pads and tampons).
This week I held a student focus group with female students ranging from Years 4-6
around this initiative and to discuss needs in terms of placement and discretion. It is
important to take student voice on board when making decisions around initiatives
that impact them directly. We will provide further information and education sessions
for students around these products once the dispensers have been installed.

Thank you for a wonderful start to Term 3 and for your ongoing support. Have a
wonderful fortnight ahead!
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https://www.theeducatoronline.com/k12/news/girls-more-active-in-singlesex-pe-classes-sports-teams--research/279205


Lenny and the Ants
Late last term, Year 1 and 2 students were treated to a book reading and discussion led
by Rose Bay Secondary College students, Talia and Maya. The story, Lenny and the Ants,
encouraged students to think about food wastage in a warm-hearted way. Students
were then involved in a powerful discussion about whether one person can make a
difference, reflected honestly about when they waste food and shared ideas about what
they can do to make the world a better place. It was a very special opportunity and we
were lucky enough to have the book, complete with recipes, donated to our school
library afterwards. 

29 JULY 2022                               VOLUME 10

Thinking and Acting Locally and Globally

Plastic Free Boy 
Last week we were lucky enough to have Arlian the ‘Plastic Free Boy’ come to visit the
school. Arlian talked to us about the harm that plastic has both on us and the
environment around us. He also taught us about the ways that we can reduce the
amount of plastic that we use on a daily basis to move towards being plastic free.
Following his talks to the whole school, he came and had a discussion with the
Planeteers to talk about what we can do as a school. The Planeteers came up with some
fantastic ideas that will be announced soon.
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2TD with Ms Thomas and 
Ms Darvill
2TD Adventurers have been soaring high already this
term. 

Students expanded their knowledge and appreciation
of Indigenous change-makers and trailblazers through
enthusiastic engagement with this year's NAIDOC
theme of 'Get Up! Stand Up! Show Up!' We heard the
story of Patyegarang, researched contemporary
Aboriginal figures from Baker Boy to Ash Barty, and
even learnt some words in Dharug language.

Our literacy focus this term is persuasive writing. After
an inspiring visit from the Plastic Free Boy, we are
focusing our skill development around the topic of
sustainability. Using the visual prompt of a hamburger
to help them structure their texts, students are writing
impressive paragraphs full of juicy arguments and
strong opening and closing statements to persuade
their audience.

Finally, our boogie shoes are getting a workout from
Footsteps in preparation for our concert and 2TD are
already displaying some seriously smooth moves - it's
taking all their teacher's concentration to keep up! We
are full of energy and passion for learning in 2TD!
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5/6L with Ms Leckie
5/6L have been working hard in all key learning areas.
Our most recent focus in writing and reading has been
using ‘show don’t tell’ sentences and choosing
vocabulary with stronger meaning, to make our writing
more descriptive. We have finished our study on
Australia’s influential historical figures and their impact
during colonial times, and are ready to commence
learning about why people migrate to Australia. 5/6L
are eager to begin our next project during maths,
which encompasses many topics such as length, area,
angles, time and more. Watch this space! During art,
we have been engaging with a variety of mediums and
techniques. At the end of term 2, students particularly
enjoyed experimenting with materials and collage
techniques to create a mixed media artwork inspired
by First Nations artist, Karla Dickens. 5/6L students
love getting their hands dirty to maintain our garden,
always working together to weed, water and harvest.
Check out those giant snow peas! Students are
enjoying getting their groove on during Dance Fever
and Footsteps, our two dance programs for this term,
as a part of our PDHPE and CAPA curriculum areas. 
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Each team had to use scales to measure out PRECISELY 100g of plasticine, to ensure
equity in score comparisons. The students then built and shaped their plasticine into a
shape they thought may float, with lots of interesting variation in different ideas to be
tested
The teams were called together to each do the ‘weigh-in’ to check that they do indeed
have exactly the correct weight of plasticine. If passed, the team could test their design
idea in front of the watchful eyes of the class to see if it floated or not. If not passed, no
testing allowed! 
Time to add some marbles! Students carefully added marble passengers to their final
designs, one at a time, until eventually they sunk!

STEAM with Mr Forbes - Part 1
2022 Term Two was TOURNAMENT TIME!
Grades 1-6 embarked upon 4 rounds of competitive
science fun, with various design thinking challenges
designed to test the mettle of our brave young scientists
in training. Always competing in the usual science 
structure of teams of 3 students, each class abided by 
the same rules, and had their top 3 best scores and team 
names recorded up for all to see. 

ROUND 1 - The Plasticine Challenge
Plasticine sinks. But how could we make it float??? And if you can figure that out, whose
plasticine will be able to carry the most passengers?!

1.

2.

3.

CONGRATULATIONS WENT TO KAI, ARLO AND ABBIE OF 3/4W WHO WON ROUND 1! 
They managed to float an amazing 39 marbles! 
They were presented the 3 giant marbles as the trophies for Round 1. 
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First step was all teams built a standard race car using the instructions on the Lego
We-Do app. This standard car could do the 5 metres in about 20 seconds. 
Teams then started making CHANGES to their race cars. Maybe try out bigger wheels?
Or different rubber bands? Maybe even trying to create a higher gear arrangement
with the wheel and axles?
Every change made, was tested and timed on a mini 2m race track, to see if the
change INCREASED or DECREASED their speed. Only the best changes stayed on!

ROUND 2 - Drag Racers
A straight shot 5 metre burn! This challenge was just about raw, pure speed. Using the
Lego We-Do robotics kits, the students were challenged to build the fastest possible race
car to zoom down a 5 metre race track. 

1.

2.

3.
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CONGRATULATIONS WENT TO BILL, RAIMI AND TRISTAN OF 5/6M WHO WON ROUND 2! 
They managed to get the absolute fastest race time with a blistering 5.4 seconds!
They were presented with the 3 red Ferraris as the trophies for Round 2. 
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Compost your food scraps
Collect soft plastics and recycle them at Woolworths and Coles using their recycle program
No packaging in lunchboxes and try to have a nude lunch! Muesli bars, yogurt pouches,
packets of crackers or chips, and the wrapping of sandwiches are all bad examples of things to
put in your lunchbox because they all have single use packaging
Buy second hand (or trade in) whenever possible e.g clothes, books, toys games
Say no to straws (even if it's paper), lids for take away drinks and a carry bag
Dine in whenever possible instead of takeaway to avoid all packaging.

Plastic free boy
On Wednesday we had the pleasure of having Arlian (aka plastic free boy) to give us some tips on
ways to be sustainable at school and at home. We looked at some videos and news reports about
his journey to going plastic free and encouraging others to as well. Over the past 4 years he has
visited over 100 schools in Sydney and Port Douglas speaking about sustainability and the do’s
and don'ts of the environment.

An Interview with Kai our Canteen Manager
If you didn’t know, Kai is the head of the canteen here at Bondi Public School. 
You can say thanks to her for the baked beans and sausage rolls!

A bit about you.....
I was born and raised in Japan and I studied landscape architecture at University. I worked as a
park ranger at the wetland reserve and became a specialist for habitat management of shore
birds. I’ve been living in Bondi for 20 years and I have a son in year 4 at Bondi Beach public school.
I previously worked in a lovely child care centre in Bondi as a chef where I introduced healthy and
sustainable food to the children. My passion is always working with children and nature within the
community, so working in the BPS canteen is my new mission and I truly enjoy being in this
community.

What inspired your passion?
When I first started working in the canteen, I was overwhelmed by the amount of disposable
packaging we use each day. I was also surprised that there were bins full of half eaten sandwiches
and other dishes. It was extremely heartbreaking so I took the opportunity to make the school a
better place.

What are your plans to make the school sustainable?
Start from the school canteen. We are currently working towards minimizing the use of single use
plastic food packaging. I would love to see our canteen being single use plastic free in the future.

What are some ways we can be sustainable at home?
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Captains Report
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P&C News
Farewell to Sam from the Kitchen
The P&C would like to wish Sam all the best as she moves on to the next chapter of
her career, as a swim teacher and working on a business idea. We want to thank her
for the wonderful job she did teaching the kids in the kitchen and for all the times she
went above and beyond to so generously support the school community. Good luck,
Sam!

Update on gift for Paul
Thank you to everyone who made a card, recorded a video or donated to a gift for
Paul. Thanks to your generosity, we were able to send him over $1,500 worth of gift
vouchers! We hope the gifts will let Paul know how much the school community is
thinking of him while he is looking after his health.

P&C Meeting
Our next P&C meeting will be held at 7pm on Wednesday 17th August in the school
library. These meetings are an excellent way to find out what’s going on in the school
community and have your voice heard on topics that matter to you. We only do one
meeting a term, we’re a friendly bunch and we serve wine and cheese, so please come
along! RSVP here for planning purposes: 
https://forms.gle/rkt4tUaW9sfAsZKS7
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ICAS 

Bondi Public School is pleased to offer our students the
opportunity to participate in the 2022 ICAS Assessments,
which will take place in Term 3. This year, our students
can nominate to sit the Writing, English and/or Mathematics
assessments. The assessments are designed to target students’ higher-order thinking
and problem-solving skills in Writing, English and Mathematics. Each assessment
celebrates students’ accomplishments by providing opportunities for recognition and
development. 

Our school has signed up for the ICAS Assessments Parent Payment System (PPS).
Through this system, parents can pay for ICAS directly online, while tests will still be held
at our school. Please note, assessments will be held 7:30am-8:30am with sitting dates to
be finalised in coming weeks.

For more information about ICAS, visit https://www.icasassessments.com/ 

BPS Sports Arena 
Congratulations to Teiki Christopher in 
5/6L who was selected for the Sydney
East Primary Girls Rugby Sevens team. 
What a fantastic achievement! 

Congratulations to Emerson in 4H who came 2nd
at the NSW PSSA State Cross Country event in the
10 years boys multi-class category. Emerson will
now compete at the NATIONAL School Championships
in South Australia at the end of August. WOW! 
Congratulations and good luck, Emerson!
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Library News
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Premier’s Reading Challenge
Your child may have mentioned the Premier’s Reading Challenge over recent weeks, as
we aim to have more children involved this year. Whilst not compulsory, it is a great way
of encouraging our students to engage in and develop a positive attitude toward regular
sustained periods of reading. You may also include books which you read aloud to your
child.

For more information on how to complete 
your child’s Student Reading Record, see the
How to Guide below. There is still plenty of
time left to complete the challenge which
closes on Friday 19th August 2022. 
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Library News

Premier’s Reading Challenge Student Guide

Step 1 - Open Internet Browser

Step 2 - In Address Bar - Type in ‘NSW
Premier’s Reading Challenge or type 
https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html 
into your browser page and press enter

Step 3 - Click ‘Log in’

Step 4 - Enter your Student User ID and Password. 
Your name will appear on the top right hand side of the screen as shown, once logged in.

Step 5 - Click on the Blue Banner - ‘Visit the PRC Student Site!’

Step 6 - Use the Yellow Banner - Discover books to read to search for titles either by year level
or by Genre, or, click on the Blue Banner to search books by Title, Author, ISBN or Premier’s
Reading Challenge ID (PRC ID - then click add to reading log. 

Remember to read the rules for your year level to ensure that the books you are reading will
count towards the challenge.

https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html
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P&C News
Halloween Fete
It’s time to shine up our cauldrons and dust off our brooms to raise much needed
money for our kids, as the Halloween Fete is about three months away and we need
our communities support … that means you!

Our goal is to beat the 2018 profit of $41,000 – we’d love to reach $50,000! Money
raised will go towards building new play equipment on the top field, as the old
equipment has been out of action since the end of last year due to safety issues,
upgrading and greenifying the canteen and the next phase of the STEM room.

How to get involved
Hopefully everyone is busily working on their class stall but, above and beyond that,
we know everyone in our community has something they can give, whether it’s time,
creativity or prizes for our raffle. To help us make our Fete the best for our kids, please
fill out this form with anything you can offer: https://forms.gle/PeE7nbsafrz8tdTV8

Remember whatever support you can give will help us reach our goal, nothing is too
small or too big. After the last two years of Covid it is a great opportunity for us to
come together as a community (something we have all missed) and give our kids a
great time at the Fete and in the playground.

A massive thank you to Year 4 parents Brian Caoyonan, from Experencia, and Felicity
McVay, from TikTok, who have generously agreed to fund the purchase of Square
readers for the fete so that we can take card payments on the day. Thank you so
much!

Thank you also to everyone who submitted an entry for the Halloween Fete Artwork
Comp – we’ve been blown away by the response and are very impressed by the quality
of the entries! The winner will be announced at assembly on Monday 8th August. We
will have three honourable mentions who will receive $10 food vouchers and two
runners up who will receive an unlimited ride voucher. The winner will receive an
unlimited ride voucher and $10 food voucher, plus they will have their artwork used
on the fete signage!

BONDI BULLETIN
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Snippets
 
KINDERGARTEN AND NEW ENROLMENTS 2023
Do you have a child turning five years of age before 31 July 2023 who will be ready to start
school next year? We are busy at the moment enrolling students from our local intake
area for 2023.
 
School Tours: Our school tours take place on a fortnightly basis during Terms 2 and 3.
They provide an excellent opportunity for prospective parents and students to observe
our school in action. Bookings can be made through the school office.

Enrolment: Our enrolment officer can be contacted on 02 9130 6998 and will be happy to
assist with any enquiries regarding your child’s enrolment. Our new online enrolment
process makes it easier and faster to enrol your child at your local school. Enrolment -
Bondi Public School
 
As outlined in the department’s enrolment policy, our school may accept enrolments from
outside our local enrolment area if places are available. We will assess applications for
non-local enrolment on a case-by-case basis.
 
We will be holding a Parent Information Evening on Wednesday 31st August at 6pm in
the school hall.  The purpose of this meeting will be to outline the transition process and
provide information to families regarding the start of the school year for Kindergarten
2023. 

Transition programs: Starting school is a big milestone for children and their families.
The transition between learning environments can be both challenging and exciting. We
have three dates for children and their families to attend our Transition Program. 19
October, 26 October and November 2. Further information will be emailed to confirmed
enrolments.
 
We are looking forward to welcoming new children and families to our school.

BONDI BULLETIN
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